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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


Mlinois State Medical Society. 


Tue Fourth Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Medical So- 
ciety commenced on Tuesday June 6th, 1854, in the Congrega- 
tional Church at Lasalle. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Professor 
DANIEL Brainarp, at 8 o’clock P. M. 

Dr. Wetcu, of Lasalle, Chairman of the Commit ee of Arrange- 
ments, welcomed the Delegates to the hospitalities of the place in 
a few appropriate remarks, and then read a list of those delegates 
who had presented their credentials. About forty members were 
in attendance, of whom the following had presented their creden- 
tials from county societies and local institutions viz: 

Eseulapian Medical Society, Dr. Samvet THompson. 
McLean County Med. Society, <A. H. Luce. 


Winnebago Co. Med. Society, » Rony ayo 


Putnam County ‘ _ Ws. McKniaut. 
: ? O. P. Hatwaway. 
> 65 7; rT 4 
Lncatts § Joun Giuuet. 
Macon 6 s “6 S. Y. BaLpwiy. 
Cook 8 os ee H. A. Jounson, 


Mercy Hospital, Chicago, N. S. Davis. 
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Stark County Medical Society, } ey a 





Knorr * * “ G. C. Patrerson. 
Putnam *“ 6 a E. S. Cooper. 
Stark * sad ss Bopiey. 
Peoria Medical Society, J. N. Niawas. 
Marshall Co. Med. Society. » Sev by sal 
Rush Medical Society, D. Brarnarp. 
Fulton Co. J.C. Frrz. 





On motion of Dr. Samus. Tuompson, of Albion, a committce 
of ore from each County represented, was appointed to recommend 


candidates for officers of the Society during the coming year. 


After a short recess to enable the members from each county to 
select one of their number to serve on the Committee, it was found 


to be composed as follows, viz. : 


Dr. H. A. Jounson, of Cook County. 
Ws. McKniaut, of Putnam ‘ 

“J.C. Fitz, of Fulton County. 

«J. Buount, of Winnebago “ 

“J. N. Niauas, of Peoria * 

“* Sam’t Tompson, of Esculapian Medical Society. 

“J. Strout, of Lasalle County. 

‘© Tomas Hatt, of Stark 

‘ James McCoy, of Marshall Co. 

‘© A. H. Luce, of McLean “ 

‘- §. Y. Batpwiy, of Macon “ 

“¢ 6G. C. Patterson, of Knox ‘ 

‘“¢ T. D. Fitca, of Henry 

“ D. W. Youne, of Kane ¢* 


On motion of Dr. N. S. Davis, all members of the Medical 
profession present and in good standing, were invited to take seats 


in the meeting as members by invitation. 


The next order of business being the election of permanent 
members, the following gentlemen were proposed and unanimously 


elected, viz: 














ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 248 


Dr R. M. McARTHUR. Ottawa, 
“ D. W. YOUNG. Aurora, 

‘ ABNER HARD, Ott. wa, 

* @ STILLING Winchester ° 
W H DAVIS, Lasalle, ° 
A.G LAWTON, Lasalle, 
JOHN HIGGINS, Peru, 
L HALL, Peru, 


proposed by Dr. N. S. Davis. 


” 4 
- 


by E. S. Coorrs. 
Dr. We.cn. 


“ 


- 


a“ “ 


O. P. Hatuaway. 
“ 


“ J.T MILLING, Peru, ° ° 

“* W.H. NANCE, Fulton, " J.C. Fivz. 

“" FE. C. GARDNER, Fulton, “ “ 

“ A.M. JOHNSON Fu'ton, “ “ 

“ DEXTER CLARK, Rockford, os C.N. Anorews 
“ JAMES CHAMBERS, Peoria, . Dr J.N. Nicuas. 
“ G.C. WIRTZ. Peru, . Joun Ginvett, 

* J. F. WEEKS, Peru, ” “9 

a cs “ 


GUY HULETT, Pru, 
* JOHN L. FYFIELD, Pern, 
On motion of Dr. N. S. Davis, the committee on nominations 
was instructed to report also a place for holding the next annual 
meeting of the Society. 
‘The nominating committee than came in with the following re- 
port: 


Tuomas Hat. 


President. 
Da. C.N. ANDREWS, Rockford. 
Vice Presidents. 
Dr. SAMUEL THOMPSON, Albion, 
Dr. THOMAS HALL, Toulon. 
Secretaries 
Da. H. A. JOHNSON, Chicago. 
Dr. A H LUCE, Bloomington, 
Trevsurer, 
Da. N. 8, DAVIs, Chicago. 

The report of the committee was accepted, and the candidates 
recommended unanimously elected by a vote of the Society. The 
same committee also reported in favor of holding the next annual 
meeting at Bloomington, which was also adopted. 

The reports of standing committees were then called for, and the 
ch irmen of the committees on Surgery and Practical Medicine 


were both found absent. 
Dr. Thomas Hall, chairman of the committee on Midwifery and 
the diseases peculiar to women and children, requested that his re- 
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port might be made the order of business at the commencement of 
the morning session to-morrow, which request was granted. 

Dr. Brainard in retiring from the chair, announced his readi- 
ness to ccmply with the rule requiring from the President an ad- 
dress. 

Dr. Welch stated, that arrangements had been made for hearing 
the address of Dr. Brainard at the afternoon session to-morrow. 

The Chairman of the Standing Committee on Drugs and Me- 
dicines was absent, and no report. 

On motion of Dr Brainard, the President of the Society was 
directed to appoint the Standing Committees for the ensuing year. 

Dr. Davis, of Chicago, expressed his surprise and regret that 
somany of the Standing Committees for the past year had entire- 
ly neglected their duty. He alluded to the fact that members of 
the Society looked to the reports of the Standing Committees for 
a large share of the interest and profit of our meetings; and con- 
sequently that no man should accept a place, especially as Chair- 
man on such committees, unless he faithfully performs the duty 
assigned him. 

Dr. Brainard remarked that the fault was perhaps more with the 
profession than the Committees. The latter must depend ina great 
measure on the former for materials to report on; and he knew 
that it was sometimes the case that committees failed wholly to get 
any responses to their application for information. 

Dr. S. Thompson, of Albion, offered the following. 


Resolved, That no man employed or interested in the sale of 
rh . ° . . 
patent medicines or nostrums either as Druggist or otherwise, can 
become a member of this society. 


After brief remarks from Dr. Brainard, Thompson, Hall, Davis, 
and others, the resolution was withdrawn on the ground that the 
present rules and Ethics of Society are sufficient to exclude the 
class of persons contemplated in that resolution. 

The Secretary then presented the reports of the Treasurer and 
the Committee on Publication, which were accepted and properly 


referred. 
Dr. Davis, of Chicago, moved the following resolution which 


was adopted, viz. : 
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Resolved, That the Treasurer be instructed to notify immedia- 
tely the absent members of the Society of the amount of the an- 
nual assessment and that the Committee of Publication be directed 
to withhold from the published list, the names of all such as do 
not pay the same to the Treasurer before the first of August next. 


Notice was given that Dr. N. S. Davis had accepted the invita- 
tion of the Committee of Arrangements to address the Society and 
the public on the Ph ysiological effects of Alcoholic drinks on man, 
and their value as preventives of disease, this evening at 7} 
o'clock. 

On motion the Society then adjourned until 9 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

In the evening a very respectable audience assembled and lis- 
tened with diminished interest for an hour and a half, to the ad- 
dress of Dr. Davis. The address was purely scientific and extem- 
pore, yet couched in such language as to be readily comprehended 
by the non-professional hearer. 

Ile showed by a variety of facts and experiments that Alcoho- 
lic drinks, instead of being valuable as preventives of disease, are 
among the most direct and powerful predisposing causes to which 
man can be subjected. 


SECOND DAY. 


Wednesday, 9 o’clock A. M., the Society was called to order ; 
the President, Dr. C. N. Andrews in the Chair. 

The minutes of the yesterday’s proceedings were read by the 
Secretary and approved. 

On motion of Dr. N. 8. Davis, the amount of the annual assess- 
ment on each member for the present year was fixed at $2. 

The special order of business being called for, Dr. Thos. Hall, 
in behalf of the Committe on Prize Essays reported that only one 
essay had been received by the Committee. That one, however, 
was possessed of more than ordinary merit, and was well entitled 
to the premium of $20, donated by Dr. N.S. Davis. The sealed 
note accompanying the essay being opened, the name of the author 
was found to be Henry Parker, M. D., of Chicago, Ill. 

On the suggestion of Dr. Hall, the essay was referred to the 
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Committee of Publication, with instructions to permit the author 
to make certain additions if he wished to do so. 

Dr. Thos. Hall, as Chairman of the Committee on Obstetrics, 
stated that he had prepared no regular report, but with the per- 
mission of the Society, would read the report of a case communica- 
ted to him by Dr. B. F. Halleck of Vandalia 

Permission was granted, and Dr. Hall read an account of a case 
of difficult labor, produced apparently by the complete ossification 
of the bones of the cranium of the child. 

The obstruction to labor was so great that the practitioner in at- 
tendance attempted to perforate the head. 

Dr. Brainard expressed doubts as to the propriety of the opera- 
tion resorted to, and thought the forceps or other means compat- 
ible with the life of the child should have been tried first. He 
alluded to a case which occurred in his own practice, when the 
head remained at the superior strait of the pelvis, in which Dr. 
John Evans of Chicago applied his Obstetrical Extractor and de- 
livered with safety both to mother and child. 

Dr. Hall related verbally several interesting cases of difficult 
and complicated labors which had occurred in his own practice. 
In one case the woman was delivered of two children, one of whom 
was remarkably deformed and had been so long dead that putre- 
faction was far advanced and the Liquor Amnii exceedingly offen- 
sive; and yet the other child, though much emaciated, was alive 
and well. 

Dr. Hall, also related a case of phleginasia dolens which he 
treated successfully with opium to allay pain, with quinine, cam- 
phor and oil of turpentine internally, and the application of warm 
oil of turpentine externally to the affected limb. He stated that 
he had seen very bad results from treating this disease by anti- 
phlogistic remedies, such as bleeding, cathartics, ete. 

Dr. Brainard agreed with Dr. Hall in reference to the treatment 
of phlegmasia dolens, and stat: d that most of the cases which had 
come under his observation*had been in debilitated patients. He 
also alluded to several cases of phi bitis affecting the illiac and 
pelvic veins of the male subject, of the same nature as the uterine 
phlebitis in the female. ‘T'wo of these cases occurred in connec- 
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tion with hemorrhoidal tumors in the rectum. Dr. Brainard also 
alluded to a case of genuine uterine phlebitis which occurred in 
the practice of another physician. The patient got better for a 
few days, when the right limb began to swell and gave sigs of in- 
flammation of the illiae vein. The attending physician applied a 
bandage to the affected limb and left the patient without observing 
any immediately dangerous symptoms. He had scarcely left the 
house, however, when the patient expired. Dr. Brainard assisted 
in making a post mortem examination, and found that the inflam- 
mation had extended from the uterus into the illiac vein, effusing 
coagulable lymph on the inner surface of the vessel, which pre- 
sented the form of vegetations projecting into, and more or Jess ob- 
structing the current of blood. One of these vegetations had ap- 
parently been dislodged and carried by the current of blood to the 
heart, where it was found Jodged on the valves and surrounded by 
a coagulum of blood sufficient to fatally obstruct the circulation. 

Dr. E. S. Cooper then read a lengthy paper, entitled, ‘* Walk- 
ing a primary Element in the Treatment of certain Deformities of 
the Limbs.”” — He also exhibited several instruments, invented by 
himself, for treating club-foot, false anchlylosis of the knee-joint, 
and coxalgia. The instrument for remedying the deformity of the 
knee he has used several years with very gratifying results. That 
devised for treating coxalgia or hip.disease is intended to enable 
the surgeon to effect, not only extension and counter extension, as 
recommended by Dr. A. March, of Albany, but also the abduc- 
tion of the upper part of the thigh. Ho stated that he had not yet 
had an opportunity of testing fully the utility of the instrument 
by experience. 

On motion of Dr Baldwin, the thanks of the Society were ten- 
dered to Dr. Cooper for his communication, and he was requested 
to condense the same in a manner suitable for the transactions of 
the Society. 

The President then read the following communication viz : 
President of the Illinois State Medical Society. 

Dear Sir: In conformity with the recommendation of the 
Committee on Prize Essays, please forward to Henry Parker, M. 
D., of Chicago, an order on me for the ¢wenty dollars offered at 
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‘ 


our last annual meeting. And please to inform the Scciety that 
the same sum is continued at their disposal for prize essays an- 
other year. Yours truly 
N. 8. DAVIS, of Chicago. 

Dr. D. Brainard, commended the policy of offering premiums 
for essays, and also the liberality of the member whose communi- 
cation has just been read. Lut he thought it unjust to accept a 
donation from an individual member, and offer it in the name of 
the Society. He therefore, moved, that fifty dollars be raised by 
voluntary contributions, and cffercd by the Society for prize es- 
says during the coming year; the whole to be awarded for one essay, 
or twenty-five dollars each for two, as the committee on prize es~ 
says should judge best. The motion of Dr. Brainard was seconded 
and adopted by the Society. 

The election of permanent members was again taken up and the 
following gentlemen proposed and duly elected, viz.: 


Dr. J. F. WORRELL, Bloomington, proposed by Dr. S, W. Nosnr. 
“WM. CROMWELL do de do do 
“ G. W. STIPP do do do do 
“ KELLER, Dvcatur, do S. Y. Batpwin. 
“* TROWBRIDGE, Decatur do do 
“ KINKADE, do do do 
“ T. LEEDS of Mt Pulaski do S. W. Noere. 
“ $§. L. CRAIG of Delta do do 
‘© A. A. LOVEJOY of Aurora do D.W. Youre. 
“« P.A. ALLAIRE do do do 
“ P. KIRWIN of Ottowa do J. Srovur. 

* C. HARD do do do 
“ T. HEY do do do 
“ —H. SMITH of Chicago do N.S. Davis. 

“« J.C.MORFITT do do D. BRaINARD, 


On motion the Society adjourned to 2 o’clock P. M. 


AFTERNOON Session. 
At 2 o’clock P. M., the President, Dr. Andrews, took the Chair 
and called the meeting to order. 
The Standing Committees for the ensuing year were then an- 
nounced as follows, viz: 
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Commitice on Surgery. 


Dr. Freer, of Chicago. 

“James Buiount, of Oregon. 

J Leeps, of Mt. Pulaski. 
Committee on Practical Medicine. 
Dr. Eowarp Rog, of Bloomington. 


“* §$. W. Nose, of Leroy. 
“ §. Y. Batpwiy, of Decatur. 


Committee on Obstetrics. 


‘ Dr. J L. Wamitton, of Peoria. 
* C. M. Baker, of Ilenry. 
‘*  W. W. Wexcu, of Lasalle. 


Committee on Drugs and Medicines. 


Dr. H. A. Jounson, of Chicago. 
« G.'P. Ransom, of Roscoe. 
*  Josepu Srovr, of Ottawa. 


Committee of Arrangements. 


Dr. A. IL. Luce, of Bloomington. 
‘“ Epwarb Rou, do 
“OJ. F. Worre.1, do 

The President was authorized to fill any vacancies that mig/ht 
occurs in the Standing Committees. 

Dr. D. Brainard, the Ex-President, then delivered his address ; 
the subject of which was the veal treatment of poisoned wounds 
The effects of certain poisons on birds, and the efficacy of iodine in 
counteracting these effecis, were illustrated by direct experiments 
performed before the Society. The paper was an extremely inte 4} 
esting and valuable one ; but as it will appear in full in the printed 
volume of transactions, we refrain from giving any analysis of it 
here. 

On motion of Dr. S. Thompson the thanks of the Society were 
tendered to Dr. Brainard for his very interesting address, and a 
ecpy of the same requested for publication in the transactions. 

De. J. U. Haris, of Ottawa, presented his c:eentials as delegate 
18 
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from Lasalle County Medical Society and took his seat in the 
Society. 

The following was offered by Dr. 8. Thompson. viz: 

Lesolved, That a Committee of be appointed to obtain the 
names of all the regular practitioners of medicine in the State, 
with their address; and also a list of all the medical societics at 
pie ont existing 

Dr. N.S. Davis offered the following as a substitute which was 





adopted, viz: 

Resolred, That a Committee of three be appointed to obtain the 
names of the regular members of the profession throughout the 
State, with their address; and to use their influence to procure the 
formation of County Medical Socictics in all those counties where 
hole exist. 

The President appointed Dr. Samucl Thompson, of Albion, Dr. 
Ii. A Johnson, of Chicago. and Dr. A. B Chambers, of Toulon, 


said comiittee. 

Dr S$. Thompson offered the following which was adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That members of this Society before pro, osing any 
one as 2 eanditate for election as permanent member, should be 
careful to ascertain whether such candidate is in any way co: - 
nected with, or interested in, the sale of patent medicines and nos- 
trums ; such persons being incompetent te become members. See 
section 4, chapters 2 and 3 of code of Ethics. 

Dr. N. §. Davis offered the following which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the President appoint a committee of three to 
receive and ex.mine all essays that may be presented for the prize 
or prizes offered by this Seciety. And that writers be allowed to 
choose their own subjects, it being understood that all essays must 
be sent to the chairman of the committee on or before the 1st of 
May 1855. 

The President appointed Drs. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, Edward 
Dickinson, of Peoria, and J. O. Harris, of Ottawa, the Committee 


on Prize Essays. 

Dr. D. Brainard moved, that Delegates to the American Medi- 
eal Association be appointed by the President of the Society. 

Dr. Baldwin moved as an amendment, that the Society now pro- 
ceed to the appointment of said d¢legates ; which was adopted and 
the following members elected by vote of the Society, viz : 

Dr. PD Prainard, of Chicago; Dr. A. H. Luce, of Bloomington; 
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Dr. E. §S. Cooper, of Pecria; Dr. Samuel Thompson, of Albion; 
Dr. C. N, Andrews, of Rockford; Dr. 8. Y Baldwin. of Decature; 
Dr. S. W. Noble, of Leroy; Dr. J. Higgins, of Peru; Dr. W. W. 
Welch, of Lasalle; Dr. Hf. A. Johnson, of Chicago; Dr. J. C. Fits 
of Fulton; Dr. J. W. Spalding, of Galesburg. 

On motion of Dr. Brainard, it was resolved, that those delegates 
who may attend the next meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, be authorized to fill any vacancies that may be found to 
exist in their body 

Dr. 8. Thompson offered the following as an amendment to the 
constitution, which was laid on the table until the next annual 
meeting, viz: 

Resolved, That respected members of this Society who may re- 
move from this State, and distinguished members of the profes- 
gion in other States, may be elected honorary members of this So- 
ciety by a unanimous vote. 

On motion of Dr. S. W. Noble, the committee on publication 
was authorized to re publish in the next volume of transactions, 
the constitution and code of Ethies of this Society. 

Dr. D. Brainard, offered the following which was unanimously 
adopted, Viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements of this Society 
he instructed to omit preparing or having prepared by the local pro- 
fession, any general en/ertaimnent at the annual mectings of the 
Society. 

On motion of Dr. Baldwin the thanks of the Society were ten- 
dered to the Congregational Church of the city of Lasalle, for the 
use of their church edifice ; and also to the Committee of Arrange- 
ments and other officers of the Society for the judicious manner in 

which they have discharged their duties. 


On motion the Society adjourned sine die. 
HW. A JOHNSON, N eee 
A. H. LUCE. ye ne, 


Report of the Chairman of the Committee on Epidemics and 
the Sanitary Condition of Chicago, read to the regular meet- 
ing of Cook County Medical Society, June 18th, 1854, by 
N. 8. Davis, M. D., ete. ete. 
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Tue Committee, of which I am a member, was required to .- 
port every month, first in relation to any epidemic diseases that 
might occur under their own observation, and second in relation to 
the general sanitary condition of the city. In fulfilling my part 
of the duty imposed on the Committee, it is proper to remark that 
I have hud no opportunity to consult my professional brethren in 
relation to facts that have occurred in their practice during the last 
month, and consequently my report this evening, must include only 
what has come directly under my own observation. 

My present report will embrace a period of two months, reach- 
ing from the middle of April to the present time, (June 18th, 
1354.) 

During the latter part of winter and all the spring, the 
Scarlatina and Rubeola have prevailed in the city, and yet not pro- 
ducing a sufficient number of cases at any one time to merit the 
name of epidemic. 

During the last two months, I have met with several eases of 
Rubeola, only two of which presented any other than ordinary 
symptoms. ‘I'hese two were characterized by the usual ca¢arrhal 
symptoms during the first three days with moderate fever. On the 
morning of the fourth day the first patient, a little girl about 3 
years old, coughed more severely and with a wore stridulous sound 
than usual, and in a few hours after, all the symptoms of severe 
croup were developed, causing very great dyspnoca, restlessness 
and loud ringing, or stridulous cough. Only a few spots of erup- 
tion had made their appearance on the face, and the febrile action 
was not very high. Believing the symptoms of croup to be chiefly 
spasmodic, I directed the patient half a grain of the sub-sulphate 
of mercury (turpeth mineral) to, be repeatcd every 15 minutes un- 
til vomiting was induced; after which an anodyne and diaphoretic 
powder, consisting of Puly. Doveri 1 gr. and Pulv. Antimonialis 
} gr. was to be given and repeated every hour, until the patient 
became relieved. The emetic afforded prompt relief, and before 
three of the last mentioned nowders had been given, the cutaneous 
eruption made its appearance copiously over the surface of the bo- 
dy, and the patient had no return of the laryngeal difficulty. 

The second case was a little boy about 5 years of age. The 
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symptoms of croup were developed suddenly and very severely on 
the morning of the fourth day after the Catarrhal symptoms had 
commenced. The difficulty of breathing was very great, and the 
paroxysms of coughing very suffocating and stridulous; but the 
febrile symptoms and activity of the pulse were not presented in 
that degree corresponding with the severity of the croup. The 
eruption had appeared on the faee and neck, sufficient to show its 
nature. ‘Ihe suddenness of the attack, the moderate amount of 
febrile action, and itsoccurrence at a time when the nervous.sys- 
tem was highly susceptible from the specific influence of Rubeola, 
Jed me to regard this case like the first as spasmodic in its nature. 
I gave the patient at once 1 gr. of Sub Sulphate of Mercury, which 
produced free emeses within twenty minutes. The paroxysms 
of vomiting resulting from this dose were repeated at short inter- 
vals for three quarters of an hour, and with great relief to the 
breathing of the patient. I then directed a mixture of compound 
honey of squills and senega 3j., and tincture of belladona 5j., of 
which 10 drops were to be given every one, two or three hours, 
according to the severity of the symptoms. During the following 
twenty-four hours the symptoms of croup all subsided, the erup- 
tion of measles became more full, and the patient recovered with- 
out any other untoward symptoms. 

Only six cases of scarlatina have come under my observation 
during the last two months. Nearly all of them were of the An- 
ginose variety, with much swelling of the cervical glands, and 
general prostration. Only one of the cases terminated fatally, 
which was a little boy two years of age. The tonsils, parotid and 
lymphatic glands became much swollen with the first appearance 
of the eruption; producing great difficulty of breathing, restlessness, 
rapidity of pulse and dry skin. Within three days the fauces and 
tonsils became ulcerated and assumed that ash-gray color indicative 
of approaching gangrene. This condition rapidly spread over the 
whole interior of the mouth and lips; the face became pale, the 
pulse very rapid and feeble, and the patient died about the fifth 
day. 

Another case, a little girl about five years old, occurred in the 
same family at the same time. The disease presented the same 
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form and tendencies as in the younger child, but was less severe. 

The ulcerations in the mouth and fuuces were limited in extent, 

though unhealthy in appearance and very slowto heal The glands 

behind and below the angle of the jaw were much swollen and 

tender, and the skin presenting a whiteish or shining aspect ; the 

pulse 120 per minute, small, and quick. I gave the following, viz : 
kx. Tinct. Belladona 5). 

Spits. Nit. Dule 3j., mixed, fifteen drops 
every four hours, and a powder consisting of 

Ix. Puly. Doveri 1 gr. 

Sub. Murias Hydrag. 1 gr. mixed, each 
night. Locally her mouth was washed with a solution of chloride 
of zinc one grain to two ounces of water, and the swollen glands 
externally constantly covered with cloths wet in an infusion of 
aconite leaves with muriate of amonia. Under this treatment 
she passed through the active stage of thedisease, the eruption and 
fever disappeared, the tonsils and glands on the right side of the 
neck returned-nearly to their natural condition, but a large swelling 
directly behind the angle of the jaw remained on the left side, 
presenting a pale and shining surface and an obscure feel of fluc- 
tuation over the most prominent part. The face and lips were al- 
so pale, the pulse small, quick and irritable, with much general 
debility and entire loss of appetite. I opened the swelling and 
gave exit to a considerable quantity of unhealthy looking pus, and 
directed half a tablespoonful of cod-liver oil each night and each 
morning and ten drops of the following mixture every four hours, 
viz : 

KK. Aromatic Sulph. Acid, 3). 

Sulph. Quinine, 10 grs. 

Sulph. Morph, 5 grs. mixed, and a dict of beef 
tea, milk, ete. The abscess continued to discharge freely, and on 
the third day after it was opened, a large tough string of gangren- 
ous cellular tissue was removed through the opening. The patient 
remained feeble and irritable with rapid emaciation. The cod-liver 
oil induced nausea and was sometimes rejected by vomiting. It 


was consequently discontinued. The other tonic mixture was con- 
tinued, and to secure the introduction of more nourishment into 
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the system I directed a tablespoonful of aleohol and « little sugar to 
be added to a tea-cupful of sweet milk, and a tablespoonful to be 
given every two hours. The effect was very marked and favorable. 
The pulse was diminished in frequency, the skin became more 
moist, and she slept quietly nearly all the following night. Clothes 
wet in an infusion of aconite leaves with muriate of ammonia were 
continued on the swelled glands, and the patient continued rapidly 
to improve until the health was fully restored. The other four 
cases were marked by no striking peculiarity. 

The only remaining disease to which I would call your attention 
is the spasmodic or epidemic cholera. During the last two months 
I have seen within the limits of the city 33 well marked cases, of 
which 15 were fatal. 

The first six cases occurred between the 20th and 26th of April. 
All of them were characterized by copious rice water discharges 
from the bowels, to which was added in three of them, vomiting, 
cramps in the lower extremities, corrugation of skin, huskiness of 
voice, and suppression of urine. They occurred in different sec- 
tions of the city and without any possible connection with each 
other. All but one of these patients had resided in the city several 
months, and some of them several years. Only one died; viz: 
an irish woman passed the middle period of life. She had come 
from New Orleans to this city by way of the Mississippi river. 
She arrived here on Monday evening and was attacked with violent 
vomiting and purging of rice-water, cratsps, ete., on the Wednes- 
day evening following. On Thursday morning I was called, and 
found her in complete collapse with every characteristic feature of 
that stage of cholera. <A very partial degree of re-auction, how- 
ever. came on during the day and she lingered in a dull typhoid 
state nearly three days. She was ina shanty in the south west 
division of the city, with three or four shanties, eceupied by irish 
residents, close around it. But no other cases occurred in that 
immediate neighborhood. 

From the 25th of April to the 15th of May, I saw no well 
marked cases. ‘Two or three fatal cases, however, occurred during 
that period, in the practice of other physicians. 

Between the 15th and 20th of May I met with five highly ma- 
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lignant cases. The first wasa young man, native of Scotland. whe 
arrived here about ten days before his death. Ile came through 
Canada direct to this city. He began to have a moderate watery 
diarrhoea within two or three days after he arrived. ‘This con- 
tinued without receiving any attention on his part until the after- 
noon of May 16th, when the syimptoms of cholera commenced with 
great violence. I saw him about four hours after the severe symp- 
toms commenced, and found him in complete collapse. le died 


about two o'clock the same night. 
One hour after his death [ was ealled to a girl aged 6 years, in 


the same house. She had been affected with diarrhea for two or 
three days, and was seized with copious rice-water evacuations up 
and down, with cramps in the extremities, ete., etc., early in the 
evening. When I saw her, at three o’clock A. M., there was no 
pulse at the wrist; the skin was cold, corrugated, and purple ; the 
breath and tongue cold; craving for cold drink ; eyes deeply sunk- 
en and conjunctiva injected with blood ; the diseharges and cramps 
had nearly ceased ; but still most of her drink was unmediately 
rejected. She died about 9 o'clock the same morning: During 
the afternoon of the same day the woman who kept the house was 
attacked suddenly with vomiting. purging, and cramps in her legs. 
She was immediately subjected to eflicient treatment and she soon 
recovered. During the following night the father of the litte 
girl who died, was attacked also with great violence. And though 
I was summoned to him early, yet the disease was not arrested un- 
til he was brought to the verge of collapse. Ile, however, slowly 


recovered. 
The three last cases meationed had been residents of the city 


one year or more. On the 18th of May, the same day the last of 
the cases mentioned occurred, an Irishman who had been in- 
dulging rather freely in the use of intoxicating drinks for several 
days, left his house early in the morning to commence his work 
on the south branch of the river about one mile distant. Ile was 
attacked with violent vomiting and purging before he reached his 
work and immediately returned. All the phenomena of malignant 
cholera were rapidly developed, and when [saw him, at 10 o’cluck 
A. M., he was pulseless and in a state of perfect collapse. Le 
died about 6 o’clock P. M. of the same day. 
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From this time to the 1st of June, I saw nine cases, all but one 
of which was in a settlement of shanties near the east side of the 
North branch of the River, and between Kinzie Street and the 
main trunk of the River. Of these three were German emigrants, 
all in one filthy crowded house. ‘wo were fatal and one recov- 
ered. The other six were Irish, inhabiting the dampest and fil- 
thiest class of shanties. Of these, however, only two died. Dur- 
ing the same period of time several other cases occurred in the 
same neighborhood, which I did not see, some of which proved 
fatal. 

On the first day of June I was called to one fatal case in the 
person of a most estimable lady, surrounded by all the comforts of 
life. She had suffered from- impaired health several years, and 
was subject to occasional turns of diarrhoea. On the morning of 
April 50th she was attacked with a very moderate watery diar- 
rheea which continued through the day, but so moderate that she 
continued up and attending to her household duties. About 10 
o’clock P. M., the diarrhcea continuing, she took a mixture of 
Syrup of Rheubarb and Parsgoric, which she had in the house, 
and went to bed. About 11 o'clock, P. M., she vomited slightly, 
and from that time all the symptoms of cholera became rapidly 
developed. I was called about 2 o'clock, A. M., but treatment 
was of no avail, and she died about 5 o’clock, P. M., of the Ist of 
June. From this time to the 9th of June [ saw only a few cases 
of watery diarrhoea, But from the 9th to the 18th, the date of 
this report, the disease has rapidly increased—twelve cases hay- 
ing come under my observation. 

‘hese cases have been scattered in every division of the city, 
but were nearly all Irish laborers—six of them have proved fatal 
—at least four of the number being in collapse before any medical 
aid was called. It will be seen by the above that the whole num- 
ber of cases which have come under my observation during the 
past two months, is thirty-three, of which fifteen were fatal Three 
of them I saw only in consultation, and six others were either dy- 
ing or in a state of complete collapse before medical aid was sought. 
I have no reliable means of ascertaing the whole number of cases 
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which have occurred in the city during the present season. Those 
which have come under my observation have shown no features 
differing essentially from the same disease as it has appeared in 
former years; neither have I been able to discover any difference 
in the action of medicines given to control it. In regard to the 
general sanitary condition of the city, it is sufficient to say that 
the streets and alleys have been much neglected during all the 
spring—they are and have been, consequently, very filthy and 
wet. The house on Kinzie strect where four cases occurred about 
the middle of May was dirty, crowded, especially in the lodging 
rooms; and the back yard and alley were literally nauseous with 
filth. The neighborhood near the north branch of the river, 
where most of the cases occurred during the last week in May 
was in no better condition. It will be observed, by reference to 
the dates I have given, that the cholera has been in the city since 
the middle of April. But most of the cases have occurred in 
groups extending over a few days, and then ceasing to occur or 
nearly so. By referring to my notes of the weather or atmos- 
pheric changes, I find that the six first cases detailed, occurred 
during four or five days of very warm, sultry weather, commen- 
cing about the 20th of April. ‘The first half of the month had 
been cold, but it was followed by a few warm days, with showers 
and an atmosphere almost saturated with moisture. Before the 
close of the month it again became cold for the season and re- 
mained so until near the middle of May. During the last half 
of May the atmosphere was moderately warm, with occasional 
showers, and a high degree of saturation. On the 6th of June 
it changed to unusual cold with excessive fall of rain and contin- 
ued so until the 9th. From the 9th to the present date it has 
been warm and clear, but witha high degree of moisture in the 
atmosphere. The connection of these atmospheric conditions with 


the prevalence of the disease may be readily seen by the reader. 
It has been impossible to trace the cases which I have seen to any 
connection with each other, or with the disease in other parts of 
the country. On the occurrence of the first fatal case mentioned 
in this report, [ communicated it to the Mayor and Doard of 
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Health, with the warning that indications were plainly visible, 
of an approaching cholera season, and with an urgent request that 
no time should he lost in cleansing and draining the streets and 
alleys; and in scattering through the filthiest portions a few tons 
of lime. But up to the present time nothing has been done; and 
the prospect is that your committee will have abundant materials 
for a much more extended report at our next mouthly meeting. 
Chicago, June 12th, 1854. 




















HYSTERIA. 


SELECTIONS. 


Hysteria. Considered with reference to its mental phenomena. 
By Sanford B. unt, M.D. 


It is my purpose in this article to speak of the hysteria with 
reference to those mental phenomena which it involves, and which 
gre perhaps the most important of the numerous symptoms of the 
disease. The occurrence of a hysterical convulsion, of greater or 
less severity, is. in itself, a matter of no great moment—our pa- 
tient may be, on the day succeeding, fit for labor or society, with 
no impairment of physical or mental health. 

Lut a succession of these attacks, either convulsive or comatose, 
if long continued, is apt to involve a train of mental phenomena 
of the most interesting character, though that interest 1s too often 
derived from the curiosity with which we watch the gradual decay 
of mental vigor, and the substitution for it of suspicion, jealousy 
of friends, or sine other form of perverted reason. 

And the consideration of hysteria has, of late years, become 
more necessary, from the fact that our abilities for appreciating 
its symptoms have recently been greatly enlarged, in the develop- 
wents which have attended those moval epidemics which have 
Jatcly swept over the civilized world. 

The student of nervous pathology must often recognize in the 
insanities of Swedenborgianism, Homeepathy, Spiritualism, and 
especially Electro-Biology aud Mesmerism, a train of mental and 
of bodily symptoms, to some extent identical with those of hyste- 
ria. ‘To wace these resemblances is our task. In the pursuit of 
them we may overstep the boundaries of medical literature, and 
search in the moral movements of the day, or in the field of secu- 
lar literature for facts germain to our investigation. 

Among the symptoms to which I shall direct this attempt at 
explanation, and which every practitioner must occasionally have 
recognized. are—1, hysterical coma, or hypnotism; 2, somnam- 
bulism; 8, extreme credulity of statements unsupported by evi- 
dence or foregone experience; 4, eestaey; and especially, 5, ex- 
traordinary monomania for the deception of those around them. 
The phenomena of these conditions are now sufficiently understood 
to render them applicable to our ideas of the necessities of treat- 
ment, and it is not too much to assume, that he who looks upon 
hysteria asa mere manifestation of derangement of the cerebro- 
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spinal system, dependent on organic causes, is not entirely cont- 
petent to its proper management. 

Convulsion is not the most common or constant of hysterical 
symptoms. The same is true of all those bodily symptoms we 
are accustomed to look upon as hysterical. Although some of 
them are usually present, yet no one of them seems essential to 
the disease—it has no one intrinsic or pathognomic symptom, un- 
less, indeed, the absence of laryngeal spasm may be considered a 
negative symptom. 

It is my belief that the mental symptoms of hysteria are ag con- 
stant oo | as peculiar to the disease, as the physical. Setting 
aside the question of their relative frequency, they are in them- 
selves far more important in their results. I have seen imbecility, 
attempts at suicide, suspicion of friends, desertion of families, in 
which hate was substituted for former love, absurd religious belief, 
and many other disastrous consequences resulting from this affec- 
tion. All these things tend to confer importance on the subject 
of our essay. 

The fact that medical literature contains so little upon the men- 
tal forms of hysteria, is owing principally to the circumstance that 
very few physicians have made the philosophy of mind a part of 
their studies. But this paucity of mental research is redeemed 
by the circumstance that sundry observers collaterally connected 
with medieine have written largely and well upon subjects which 
have so close a connection as to be almost identical. De Bois- 
mont on Hallucinations, Sir David Brewster’s Natural Magic, 
Sir Walter Scott’s Demonology, Abercrombie’s Intellectual Phil- 
osophy, and last and greatest, the article in the Quarterly Review 
of October, 1853, attributed to Dr. Carpenter, have much matter 
that bears upon my inquiry. There are numerous other works 
with which I have only an acquaintance through critical notices, 
or occasional notices or extracts in other authors, but from which 
I have sometimes thus obtained at sccond hand some valuable facts 
or suggestions. These are, Braid’s Experiments in Hypnotism, 
Falcot, Du Suicide et de l’ Hypochondrie, Dendy’s Philosophy of 
Mystery, Esquirol, and Forbes Winslow’s Anatomy of Suicide. 
To these should be added a host of articles in medical, religious 
and spiritual journalism, and lastly an old book which adorns my 
shelves, and which has no equal on its peculiar subject—Sir Gil- 
bert Blane’s Medical Logic. 

1. Hysterical Coma.—One of the most common manifestations 
of hysteria is this form of stupor. The patient lies as in a trance, 
their eyes may be either open or closed, their pupils usually re- 
sponsive to the action of light, the muscular system either in a 
condition of paralytic repose, or else subjected to tonic spasm, 


























HYSTERIA. 268 


sometimes amounting to opisthotonos, almost always to trismus. 
Clonio spasms are not usual in this form. Sometimes the rigidity 
is very permanent, and in cases where the patient maintains any 
position, however painful, in which she may he placed, the disor- 
der is, somewhat fancifully, removed from the category of hyste- 
ria, and classed as catalepsy. I have never met with a well de- 
veloped catalepsy, though 1 have sometimes induced a patient to 
simulate its symptoms very accurately. 

In order to express my idea of the mental condition which ob- 
tains in hysterical coma, I would premise that a feeble will is the 
predisposing or constitutional cause of the disease. For a fuller 
illustration I quote from an article I commuaicated to this journal 
in December, 1852: 

“These conditions then are but different stages of the same ac- 
tion. Irritation is the prodrome of congestion. Chill is a symp- 
tom of congestion, and spasm is but a magnified chill. 

“Tn the child, the principal office of the brain is to govern the 
motive power. It has not yet attained to its highest intellectual 
function. 

‘A child rarely has chill—in faet those causes which would 
suffice to cause chill only in the adult, will give us convulsion in 
the infant. Children are more subject to cerebral, than to spinal 
diseases. ‘I'he child has not learned to use its muscles—the will 
has no control over them—there is a lack of that proper balance 
of power between the brain and spinal cord, which alone can in- 
sure an equality of action. In the adult, chill takes the place of 
convulsion because the brain has acquired such power as enables 
it by efforts of the will to controll those spasmodic actions to which 
the child must submit. 

‘‘ Women are much more liable to convulsion than men. Their 
wills are not so strong. Many funny things have been said of 
‘women’s will,’ but the strength of their will lies in its very 
weakness. It is a fact worthy of notice, that rotundity of outline, 
and symmetry of figure are the children of the spinal system ; 
while activity and strength of the cerebral functions pare down 
the rotundity, and sharpen the outline of the figure. Witness the 
shriveled limbs and sharpened faces of big-headed and precocious 
children. It is uncommon to find great beauty of person and 
strength of intellect in the same individual. Ever since Narecis- 
sus, bending beside the fountain, became enamoured of himself 
and changed into a daffodil, great beauties and great fools have 
been synonymous.” 

The immense importance of the will in the government of men- 
tal actions is very clearly sect forth in the article, the authorship 
of which is referred to Dr. Carpenter. It is the master-faculty, 
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and drives the other four-in-hand. Inasmuch as any sensory ime 
pression is immediately referred to the perception, and requires an 
effort of the will in order to recollect other similar perceptions, 
that it may be classified and compare! with experience; it is evident 
that the will being absent, or concentrated upon any one ‘“ domi- 
nant idea,” the spinal system is left to its own unguided functions. 
We have then only reflex action, and our patient is for the time in 
the condition of a decapitated frog. 

Now in the ordinary hystery characterized by chronic spasm, 
without unconsciousness, we have imerely parbial defects of the 
will, which is so far withdrawn that the spinal refiex system re- 
sponds by convulsive action to isnpressions made upon it by some 
irritated nerve, most commonly located in the uterme system. 

But in hysterical coma we have, beside this absence of will, a 
possession of the mind by a ‘‘ dominant idea ;”” which has a strong 
family likeness to the devils of scripture, who “possessed” so many 
in those times of religious enthusiasin. ‘This dominant idea most 
ordinarily consists in a fixed belief on the part of the patient that 
she is entirely unable to move her lims, to spew, or to swallow. 
This is not an intentional deception, save in exceptional cases; but, 
az happen in Electro-Livlogy and Mesinevism, the mind of the 
patient is very much under the control of those around. If they, 
too, believe in the inability to move, the patient acquires new 
strength in her absurd conviction. Under such circumstances I 
have seen a lady whose only organic disease was a slight ulecration 
of the os uteri, remain for thirty hours without speech or motion. 

The treatment of this form is simple. The leading fact of which 


wwe may take advantage, is the substitution of our own for her vo- 


lition. Many will recollect the positive assurances which Biolog- 
ists use in controlling their “ subjects’’—*t you cannot raise that 
handkerchief from the table!’ said one of these itinerant lecturers. 
And the subject could net, merely because his mind was possessed 
by the belief that he could not. 

To get rid of this dominant idea, to substitute for it another 
and more truthful one, is the task of the physician. A very 
learned and intelligent physician of my acquaintance has the fol- 
lowing very practical and sensible mode of treatment. Whatever 
he has to say lie says loudly and distinctly, in the presence of his 
apparently insensible patient. Ife assures the friends that there 
is no cause for alarm, that she will regain her senses without any 
medication, that it is not necessary to watch by her, and that, in 
fact, she will, if left alone and undisturbed during the night, be 
fuund to be much better, and quite sensible in the morning. And 
his prediction is sure to be verified if he can induce the friends to 
follow his directions. But usually they are too much alarmed to 
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consent to such a system of neglect. Our friend then assures 
them that he can restore consciousness immediately if they wish 
it. A tub of cold water is placed beside the bed the patient’s 
head and shoulders dragyed over it, and liberally showered with 
water from a pitcher, dashed forcibly on her head, with occasional 
failures to hit the sinciput accurately, and a consequent deluge of 
the cold shower down her back, or into her bosom. This process 
is accompanied by loud and positive assertions that “‘she is coming 
out of it,” that “ten minutes will bring her around right,’’ and 
less than that time is always sufficient. ‘The patient begins to feel 
‘a little better,” and the amendment is greeted by a more vigor- 
ous shower until at last the ‘dominant idea” is superseded by the 
very rationul one that she is extremely cold and wet, and misera- 
ble. A return of the coma is prevented by the parting direction 
to shower her again if necessary. It is unnecessary to do more 
than to call to mind here that epidemic of hysteria in a German 
hospital, which was so suddenly checked by the instructions of 
the physician, given in the presence of the patients, to apply 
the actual cautery to the first person who showed convulsive 
symptoms. ‘The red-hot iron became the ‘‘ dominant idea.” 

Iu a case, occurring some years ago, where the coma and rig- 
idity were so profound and immovable that I was inclined to con- 
sider it a dangerous cerebral disease, my anxiety was very much 
relieved by the involuntary, but ludicrously disgusted face, which 
attended a charitable attempt I made to spoon in a very nauseous 
cathartic through a hole left by an absent tooth. The shudder 
which ran over her was undoubtedly an unfeigned convulsion, and 
convinced me that she was at least sensible to impressions on the 
gustatory nerve. Yet this same patient had been bled and cupped 
without wincing. ‘I'he clue afiurded me by the occurrence narra- 
ted, led me to examine the rigidity; which I proved to exist only 
when she expected some one to touch her. She soon recovered 
under a different management; though she was liable to returns 
of the malady whenever any family jar occurred. 

Now this condition was one of self-deception, and differs very 
little from the biological or mesmeric condition It can be pro- 
duced artificially by the familiar means used by lecturers. It is 
a conceded physiological fact that if the eyes are directed up- 
wards at some bright object, placed so near as to converge the axes 
of the eyes so much as to make them painful, a condition super- 
venes, the main characteristic of which is an abolition of the will, 
and a subjection of the subject’s beliefs and actions to the violition 
of those around. Mr. Braid, a surgeon of Manchester, England, 
has experimented largely upon this curious condition, and has ad- 
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ded to it the legitimate means of medica] treatment. The “‘ pas- 
ses”? used hy mesmerists are merely means of increasing the 
sovthing monotony of she ocular direction, or, secondarily of 
fixing the attention of the ‘hypnotized patient or any particu- 
Jar peint, or organ = Thus, in a lady suf-ring froin drying up of 
the Jacteal secretion Mr. Braid. by a few *‘ passes’ over the 
breast, restored qgbe gland toa full and overcharged secretion of 
milk. This is not strange when we recollect how much the urin- 
ary, lachrymal. salivary, spermatic and other secretion are un- 
der the control of fixed attention, or dominant ideas. We may 
add that the Edinburgh Monthly Jourval of Medical Science 

testifies to Mr. Braid s scientific character and eredibility. 

2. Somnambulism —1i we confine ours If to the narrow defi- 
nition of this word included in the phrase ‘ sleep-walkinz.”’ we 
have no such apmptow in hysteria, But the condiuon is so anal- 
ogous as to be worthy o nouce in tuis counection, During sleep 
the will is dormant ‘The trains of ideas which makes up our 
dreams are derived from suzgestious, over which the will nas no 
convel. The action of the wind Is ‘automatic ’ each thought 
suggesting its succeeding thought. In this condition a dominant 
idex has power to govern the actions of the sleeper. Destitute of 
judgment to conncet. or compare his experiences, he acts upon the 
sugvestions afioded him. In this as in all cases where the body 
acs automatically, it has an increased precision of wuscular 
movement, which enables lim tu accumplish acts whiea would be 
hupossible to the unawed senses. 

Thave scen a cxse of epileptiform hysteria, (reported in this 
Journalin Dee, 1551, case 10.) in which the peti: weal, ov lesser 
form of epilepsy. seemed to be continued into a somnamulic con- 
dition. She would on these occasions, walk out of the house, like 
one in a trance, her eyes tarned upward, and sometimes go a dis- 
tance down the street, or into neigh oring honses During these 
trances she talked frecly and sensi) ly, except at the moment of re- 
covery, When she would become confused, and imuci distressed 
and surprised to find that she had made herself thus prowinent. 
The condition was, in every respect similar to somnambulism, 
and was but slightly different Gf at all) from the mesineri¢ state. 
This patient had been subject to couvulsions, called epileptic, and 
supposed to be iucurable. from echildinvod. They were frequent 
abd Vielynt. Whatever may have been the early cause of the 
disease, it was finally removed. apparently, by blisterins her spine, 
which was somewhat tender. A local uterine diilieulty had been 
previously remedied hy appropriate means. More than three years 
have elapsed since | saw my patient, but L learn that her healih 
continues good, and that she has been fiee from any convulsive 
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seizures. with one or two exceptions two years since, attributable 
to mental anxiety. 

Mentil cruses had much to do with this ease. She had an ex- 

travigsnt faith in my ability to relieve her, (a fact which may be 
secount d for by the fact that she was then rapidly approaching 
to imbeeility !) and { did not hesitate to promise very largely 

8. Kaetreme Credatity —This is a common symptn of the 
disorder. It is one which may be said to constitute bows the hane 
and antidute of hysterical treatinent ‘Thus. it is the foulish bee 
licf in an inability to move the lim)s which is the priavipil fea- 
ture of thoe bed ridden hypochondriacs, who are the best of phy- 
sicizns. it does not always or generally amount to complete ina- 
bility to move, bat to a feeling of incapacity for abor, or exertion. 
Every person has this more or less; all fel their + Incompetent 
days.” All physicians must have noticed how strong an influence 
the mental coustitation, or in better words, the foree of the will 
has upon that forin of congestion ealled spinal irritation. 

Some patients will endare. withoat «bandonment of their daily 
avocxtions, a degree of spina’ irritation absolutely wonderful; 
while another, with a really trivial form of the malady. succumbs 
entin ly to the burdensome fechas of malaise: and wanders about 
from doctor to ductor, a very monomaniac for physic That the 
condition of the mind is here the 2 real point of attack for remedial 
measures, [ hope to make evident my brief uarrations of a few out 
of many cases 

Mr. Y, a formerly robust and hard-liboring farmer, hid been 
for two yeu's unable to leave his house; end for much of that 
time under the ewe of physicians. wud confined wo his bed. He 
was peevish and irritable, but easily managed by his wife, w.o 
hal complete control over him * [lis symptoms were merely 
general compliints of debility [could find no disease of any or- 
gan. andas he had previously been under every conceivable form 
of treatment, I told him [ did not know what to do, and would 
therefore do nothing at all 

Some months had elapsed, when T was called to him in the 
nizht to check a profuse epistaxis caused hy sitting over the fire 
all day. Finding that the heemwormbhage was not alarming. I de- 
clined t> do anything to stop it, assigning reasons without number 
for my course: the principal of which was, that this was a “ crite 
icul lizmorrhage,” indicating an effort of nature to establish 
health. The nose bled moderately throuzh the night, my patient 
lookiag upon ech drop as a sudstractiva of so mug ch disease from 





*[t ia remorkable that in nearly, perhaps all. cases of mental deraneement, from 
the alight form ngw under consideration 10 proconnced aud violent insanity, sume 
Oue person has @ coutroiling infueuce over the uuhappy miud of the patient. 
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his system. The next day I prescribed for him the Tinct. Ferri 
Muriatis, a pesitive assurance ‘hat it would cure him, and I even 
refused to admit a doubt as to its success. ‘The result was very 
happy. He journeyed to his hog-pen in a day or two, then to 
his harn, and soon re-assumed the management of his farm, with 
its daily lahors. 

I have known a family of four brothers; all of them men of 
strong muscular development, accompanied by « pliable and casily 
influenced moral character; who have none of them escaped from 
this form of hypochondria. One of them was cured efter seven 
years of idleness by a fit of passion, which seemed to arouse his 
sleeping will; two others recovered by moral means; though 
one of them is still subject to periods of melancholy and depres- 
sion, while the fourth has for some dozen or fifteen years main- 
tained a comfortable illness, which he encourages by a large use of 
advertised nostrums. 

Although we must confine the term hysteria, etymologically, 
to the female, it is often easy to recognise its principal characteris- 
tics in the male. The slightest local uterine disease which so of- 
ten occasions convulsion and other nervous symptoms in the wo- 
man, has its counterpart in the infantile convulsion incident to 
teething, or irritant ingesta. Stokes mentions convulsions in the 
adult arising from gastric irritation, and [ have known the most 
frightful convul<ions to occur in an adult man, from the presence 
of irritating or indigestible fool in the intestines. I cannot be 
mistaken in this, for the fits occurred with very many repetitions, 
in which [ searched carefully for the cause, and which [ unfail- 
ingly cut short by cathartics, or enemata. ‘The crude ingesta 
were often discoverable in the stools. 

It was from this case reported at length in this Journal for De- 
cember, 1852, that I was led first to recognize fully the influence 
of the will over disturbed nervous action. I called this case epi- 
lepsy. because there was some laryngeal spasm, but, aside from 
that feature, it did not differ from hysteria. I will quote a brief 
passage. illustrative of the comparative strength of the will and 
physical forces. 

‘The case had now become pronounced. The small aberra- 
tions from muscular control which we have called petit mal, have 
magnified themselves into the grand mal. He has epilepsy from 
eccentric causes, and in a form of unusual severity. He knows 
no relicf from pain so severe as to cause the most terrific outery, 
save wher. he looses sensation in a convulsion equally terrible. It 
is no unusual thing for crude foed to cause cramp, but why should 
this cramp extend to the voluntary muscles, until, gathaing 
strength, it sweeps down all the barriers of mental contro] and 
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consciousness? The answer is to be found in the fact of his 
strong spinal system and weak brain. An intellectual man of 
more feeble frame, would bear this pain without yielding up to 
any great extent his control over the voluntary museles. This 
statement will find confirmation in the further history of the case. 

“Aug. Sist. Vomiied during the day quantities of undigested 
fruit with some relief. Movements of the bowels occurred and he 
was more easy though having oceasioval returns of convulsion till 

“Sept. Ist. All the symptoms returned with increased vio- 
lence. There was, in the character of the fits, some variations 
from true epilepsy. The awra was distinct in the shape of pain 
in the bowels, and sometimes prolonged for many minutes. Some- 
times during the awra J sat by him exhort ng him to fortitude 
under his sufferings, and to efforts of the will to kevp of the fils. 
Sometimes by brinwing all his resolution to bear, hewus able to 
slave off the peroxysm ; bat as the pain increased in intensity, he 
gave way, and found relief in the lethe of unconsciousness. For 
four or five days, at least one-half of his time was spent in convul- 
sion, the other half in pain. Generally, after the fit there was 
heavy inspiration, and then delirium, during which he recollected 
the events of his fit, but saw them in a distorted light, manifesting 
the greatest antipathy to these who had held him on the bed, and 
much afiricht when those persons came into the room—the fright 
being sometimes sufficient to cause renewed convulsion. <After- 
ward there was during the paroxysin a kind of of semiconscious- 
ness, like that observed in hysterica—and this reminds me that 
his urine (which was removed entirely by the catheicr) was very 
copions and Jimpid.” 

A brief mention of another case will suffice to coinplete the illus- 
tration of credulity as a feature of hysteria. In March, 1850, I 
was Called to treat a Mrs. 8., who for three years lad been con- 
fined to her room or bed. I found that she had been intelligently 
treated by the physician who had preceded me for ulcerative 
abrasion of the os uteri. I found, also, that under that treatment 
she had very much improved as to local symptoms, but did not 
gain strenvth. ler local symptoms were again present, though 
with decreased severity. Assuining to make her case one of un- 
usual study, I declined expressing any opinion as to the proba- 
bility of her recovery, or of my ability to benefit her. After a 
few days of this non-committalism. I confidently assured her that 
her recovery was a matter of certainty. She did recover under 
a treatment directed entirely to the lueal disease, and so far as 
my information extended, differing in no essential particular from 
the management which had previously proved a failure. 

It is the custom to ascribe these cases to Hope, but it is only 
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through the re-invigoration of the will that hope ean reach dis- 
ease. The reputation attained by many water-cure estadtishments 
is owing to the liberal use of promises of cure, to the begetting of 
a faith, which, by rousing a feeble will. secures its own fulfilment. 
Iam the more convinced of this. from the fiet that [ have known 
several cases of uterine disease to return from these places very 
much benefitted to holily health and able for the first time in 
years. in some instances. to perform their household duties ; while 
the uterine disease remained im sfa/a yto ; unreached. and un- 
cured ; but happily existing almost unnoticed by the patient. 

Like her who had for many years an issue of blood. and touched 
the hem of the Saviour’s garment, their faith had made them 
whole. 

4. The Condition of Evstacy—Will be but briefly noticed 
as having but a narrow bearing on the treatment of disease. It 
generally exists asa form of hysteria depending upon religious 
excitement. and hag its instances in every age and ereed. Under 
its influenee [ have seen a feeble and foolish old woman rise. on 
the crowded floor of the great Mormon temple at Kirtland, Ohio, 
and speak with a force and eloquence of which she was entirely 
incompetent in her natural condition. [t not nufrequent y resales 
in convulsions. The will is subject to a dominant idea The 
mind crn act with clearness upon that one subject: thon zh on all 
Others it is imbecile. Reason is useless with these patients; they 
see miracles where none exist; and are unable to call in the ad of 
Inemory tu compare their present. with their past experience. — [t 
is a fortunate facet that this condition usually exhausts itself; that 
the hodily exertion and mental activity which it provokes, finally 
brings about a period of slazzishness and repose, from whieh re- 
newed health may date. If this does not happea, the dominant 
idea becomes fixed, and a monowania of a confirmed insanity is 
the result 

The treatment in this disease, in any of its stages. is best found 
in the substitution of some other idea, and so removing the will 
from the chain which binds it. 

5. The Monomania for Deception. —Although this article 
has been written with a freedom of expression not always prudent, 
and which L would not not be willing to use were [ not now re- 
moved fiom all connection with those whose cases it deserides. it 
is with a good deal of reluctance that [ turn to this last feature of 
the mental symptom of h.steria. Few conditions of the human 
mind are so degrading as it; few can so excite the contempt and 
indifference of the physician; or the withdrawal of sympathy on 
the part of friends, as this strange manifestation. 

Yet medical literature teems with cases of deceptions, cunning- 
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ly conceived, and skilfully maintained ; though to all appearance 
without motive or object to be gained. Prof: Hadley, of Buffalo 
Medical College, has in his possession a mass of common lime and 
sand mortar, which’ Jidy professed to have passed from her blad- 
der through the urethra [tis globular. and about three inches 
in diameter, weighing between ond and two pornds. A physician 
of intell gence in a neighboring county removed a calculus from 
the female urethra by forceps and published the case as illustra- 
tive of the facility with which large caleuli might be removed 
without the neces-ity of the knife. Very much to his mortifica- 
tion the calculus proved to be a common brook pebble. 

These deceptions, though somewhat laughable, are generally 
sources of great annoyance to friends; and not unfrequently, of 
family disturbances and broils. A paticnt of my own insisted 
that she was covered by bruises received from her husband's 
cruelty, Onan examination i could find no vestige of the pum- 
meling she claimed to have received. She then said that the 
skin had resumed its natural color. though it was still extremely 
sure, She walked a mile to my office. through a wet snow. to 
get medicine rendered necessary by an abortion she said had 
happened to her on the previous night One evening she declared 
her intention to commit suicide. an announcement which her hus- 
band reevived very quictly. She locked herself up in her bed- 
room. and, after wuch groaning. was heard to open the window, 
thus conveying the idea that she had gone oif to conuit the fatal 
deed. An hour after her husband found her snugly stored away 
under the bed where she had been ail the tine. 

It would be tiresome to recount all the numberless deceptions 
which this woman played off upon her family. ‘The rationale of 
her case was simple. She had a slight uterine disease, manifested 
by haemorrhage aud other discharges. She had convinced herself 
that she was very sick, a facet which ber husband unwisely refused 
to admit. Wath the dominant idea that she was ill and neglected 
strongly impressed u.on her mind, and overruling all sense of 
decency, right, or trath, sh: was in fact a monomaniac. The ne- 
cessary treatment could only be partially enforced. She was, 
however, measurably consoled by syringe. and a saturnineg solution ; 
together with the assurance that the family should be duly im- 
pressed with a sense of her alarming condition. The husband, 
however, (not a little malish himseli.) looked upon it as a case of 
peculiarly obstinate will rather than any want of it. Ile yiclded 
sumewhat to the representation made, aud a truce, bat not a final 
peace, was established. 

I believe that the longing for sympathy, or the conviction of 
neglect, lies at the bottom of all these deceptions. The lament- 
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able results which sometimes follow from this condition, not un- 
frequently ending in insanity, re uler its treatment a matter of 
peculiar interest. It is sale to assume that any positive contra- 
diction of the dominant idea will ouly result m further evil. The 
patient is not able to reason. sshe actually sees everything in a 
distorted light, and the o: ly pradent course is to change in a 
gentle manner the course of her ideas. The substitution of new 
faces and new scenes, and the inculeation of the idea that all 
around her sympathize with her sufferings, will best remove the 
motive for degepuion, and restore the even tenor of the mind. 

The sclection of my eases from females mostly, might induce 
the idea that [ consider the gentler sex as alone liable to this 
form of wental aberration. 

I could easily correct this impression by details of cases oceurr- 
ing in stroug muscular men. Among them was one, who, at 
every visit Liwacde him uttered bitter complaints of neglect and 
abuse on the part of his family, and he sometimes entertained the 
idea that [ was xlso his encwy, or rather that L would allow him 
to die, that [ might reap the benefit ef a post-mortem examination 
of his body. oth suppositibns were cqualy preposterous. I 
cleaved myself from his suspicion, by pretending great anxicty 
about my bill in case of his death. He subseque uthy procured a 
quantity of laudanuim, and declaircidl to me his intention of com- 
mitting suicide. I saw at ouce that the suicidal impulse oriyina- 
ted in a Wish to seeure the sympathy of those around him, and 
that he might bring grief and disgrace on his family. I ridiculed 
him for his purpose, and assured him that he would be laughed at, 
instead of pitied. He was at first very angry, and then very 
penitent. 

A little more upon the peculiar causes of these conditions, and 
I shall close this long, and perhaps tedious, article. 

Although both sexes are /iab/e to hysterical delusions, yet it 
has always been a matter of note that females were more Sre- 
quently the subject of them. <A little examination of the causes 
which operate upon the diflerent sexes will serve to explain this 
fact. 

The generative system depends upon mental and moral causes 
for its activity. Like the secretion of tears, or the blush, it is 
entirely emotional in its causation, Necessarily it may react upon 
the moral senses. The mere fact that a blush has suffused the 
countenance, (however uncalled for.) is sufficient to produce a 
mental confusion which momentarily upsets the reasoning faculties, 
and renders its subject incompetent. So too, sexual irritations 
react upon the brain. ‘The hypochrondria which attends involun- 
tary seminal emissions is an instance of this reaction. Another 
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is found in the common fact, that a person having gonorrhea, is 
apt to be more alarmed and depressed in spirit, than if he were 
in a really dangerous condition from syphilis itself 

The female has a larger extent of generative organism, of 
greater mobility, and subject to periodical activity. These cir- 
cumstances, connected with her natural docility, and yielding or 
impressible character of will, render her peculiarly liable to the 
influence of dominant ideas; originating in those irritations, which, 
in either sex, are so apt to produce mental disturbances. The 
same facts, together with the presence of a spinal system predomi- 
nating in activity over the brain, render her more subject to con- 
vulsive action. But where as often happens, the same relative 
conditions of will force, and spinal activity, obtain in the male, 
he is liable to conditions not differing in nervous, or mental cha- 
racter, from those of hysteria. 

If, in this essay, I have wandered somewhat from the field of 
strictly medical inquiry into the difficult path of the relative in- 
fluences of mind and matter, my apology must be found in the 
following quotations from Dr. Carpenter : 

‘‘Tn so far, then, a3 any part of the Nervous System merely 
reacts upon impressions which are made upon it we must regard 
its operations as avfomedic ; and this as much when they give 
rise to Pschycical changes, as when they manifest themselves in 
evoking Muscular Movements, or in modifying the processes of 
Nutrition and Secretion. 

“TI, But the automatic actions of most parts of the Nervous 
System are subject, more or less completely, to the domination of 
the will, a power which is purely Pschycical, and of which we 
know nothing but what we learn from our own direct conscious- 
ness of its exercise. # * * * * * * 

# * % * * The functional disturbances of 
the Cerebrum induced by the irregular action of other parts of 
the Nervous System. is part of the Etiology of Insanity, which 
has been but very little attended to, but which deserves a careful 
study. Numerous examples of it are furnished by certain pecu- 
liar forms of disordered Mental action, which are connected with 
‘‘ hysterical” states of the female system, especially mutability 
and irritability of temper, and disposition to deceit; but we are 
probably also to refer to this cause, in part, at least, those very 
distressing states of mind which drise out of disorders in the 
sexual apparatus of the male, or even from irritation of neighbor- 
mg parts.’’—Op. Cit. 
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Observations on the Cause, Nature, and Treatment of Epi- 
demic Cholera. By A. B. Paumer, M. D., and Professor of 
Anatomy in the University of Michigan. From the Author. 


THIs is a monograph of 87 pages. made up of extra sheets from 
the Peninsular Journal of Medicine, in which the matter origin- 
ally appeared. The author discusses the general subject under 
three heads, viz:—the causes, essential and predisposing—the 
symptomatology and pathology—and the treatment. 

Under the first head he gives a cursory, but interesting review 
of the various theories and speculations which have been advanced 
by writers on this subject. 

Several pages are devoted to a consideration of these hypotheses, 
the writer apparently satisfying himself fully that the cholera de- 
pends directly upon the existence and diffu-ion of a specific poison, 
sui generis, «nd everywhere identical. Whether such poison be- 
longs to the vegetable, animal, or inorganic world, he does not in- 
form us, but thinks its existence and action can be explained equally 
well on either of the general hypotheses which have been broached 
by eminent writers. 

We have at present neither time nor space to enter upon a criti- 
cal examination of this supposed specific cholera poison. We, 
however, believe i¢ to be purely hypothetical, and the circum- 
stances alledged as proof of its existence, for the most part, naked as- 
sumptions, as we shall on some future occasion attempt to show more 
at length. That part of the monograph relating to the predispos- 
ing causes of cholera is much more interesting and valuable. We 
fully agree with the following paragraph : 


_ But we proceed toa branch of the subject less doubtful in its 
nature, and more practical in its character; viz: The predispos- 
ing causes of cholera,—or the circumstances and conditions, as it 
regards localities and persons, which favor the spread of the essen- 
tial cholera-cause, and render it more effectual and fatal. What- 
ever view may be taken respecting the nature, or even the exis- 
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tence of the specific poison, it is certain that in order to give it a 
potency and effect, certain other conditions must exist. These have 
been much dwelt upon, and their general features pretty well es- 
tablished in the opinion of the profession. It should be confessed, 
however, that in particular cases, general rules have been set at 
defiance,—the facts, however, are sufficiently uniform to establish 
the general rules Briefly and generally stated, the localities 
most liable to its spread, other things being equal, are low, moist, 
and particularly filthy situations. Warm climates and seasons 
rather more favorable than cold, and a densely populated region 
more then one scarcely settled. It is more liable to follow water- 
courses and thoroughfares, partly because these are usually more 
low, filthy, and densely populated and partly, we believe because 
the morbid matter is conveyed by intercommunication. Still, it 
takes general, and sometimes particular causes in obedience to 
laws we do not understand In regard to classes of persons most 
liable to be attacked und to hecome its victims.—the intemperate, 
the destitute, the filthy. the vicious, the enfeebled, the terrified, 
and the degraded, are immeasurably more subject to its ravages 
than those in opposite conditions.” 

As City Physician during one season, when the cholera prevailed 
to some extent in the city, Dr. Palmer had an excellent oppor- 
tunity to observe the different degrees to which different classes of 
people, affected by different habits and circumstances, became sub- 
ject to the disease. And we are happy to find that his observa- 
tions fully coincide with our own in relation to these points. In 
reference to the influence of intoxicating or alcoholic drinks, the 
Doctor makes the following judicious remarks, which we particu- 
larly commend to the notice of profession : 

“Tt may be alleged that the exciting and stimulating effects of 
these drinks in moderate quantities. ma\ enable the system more 
effectually to resist a morbid influence ; and this might be true if 
the only effect of alcohol was stimulating; and further, if that 
stimulation could constantly be kept up at a uniform and proper 
point; but alcohol has other effects than stimulation, and as we 
have seen, of a deleterious character, and that stimulation cannot 
be kept uniform. By the fixed laws of the vital economy, al] un- 
natural excitement is followed by a corresponding degree of depres- 
sion, and the whole vital condition and movements of the spirit 
consumer are ever fluctuating and unsteady. If then, the excite- 
meat would resist the morbid influence, the subsequent depression 
would favor the productiou of its effects. Both reason and ex- 
perience show that the belief in the preventive virtues of alcohol 
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in this disease, is fallacious, and affords an example of those po- 
pular delusions which our enlightened profession should labor to 
destroy.” 

The directions given in reference to the treatment of the cholera, 
both prophylactic and curative, are in the main judicious and pro- 
per. Though the pamphlet before us contains little or nothing 
that is new on the subject of which it treats. yet it contains some 
facts of value, together with the practical experience of a reflect- 
ing and judicious physician, and is hence well worthy of perusal 
by the profession generally. D. 


a 


Lectures on the diseases of Infancy and Childhood. By Cuas. 
West, M.D., Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, &c., 
&c. Second American, from the Second and Enlarged Lon- 
don edition. Philadelphia, Blanchard and Lea, 1854. 

Tuts work has been in the hands of the profession since 1848, 
and has been received, in America at least, with very much 
favor. The diseases of infancy are of that class, in the treatment 
of which, the young physician finds the greatest embarrassment, 
To older patients he can address himself directly by spoken lan- 
guage and receive positive answers to his questions, but the little 
sufferer can appeal for aid only by sounds and signs, to which no 
definite meaning has been affixed; the accuracy of the diagnosis 
must in many instances depend on the proper interpretation of a 
hundred little circumstances in reference, most of which indivi- 
dually there is room for doubt. It is for this reason perhaps, 
that the warm-hearted sympathetic physician watches over the 
little sufferer with an intense anxiety, less frequently experienced 
in the treatment of adult cases. It is also for this reason that 
works devoted to infantile pathology and therapeutics, have been 
received with especial favor by the profession. 

Of the work of Dr. West, it is unnecessary for us to speak in 
detail. The only objection perhaps that can be brought against 
it is, the almost constant recommendation to deplete ; but this is 
not peculiar to our author, almost all of our writers on the dis- 
eases of children, tell us to bleed and leech, and cup and blister, 
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and purge and vomit, to a far greater extent than most judicious 
practitioners are willing to follow. 

Dr. West recommends the application of Argent Nit. in solu- 
tion, to the faauces and larynx in cases of croup. It will be re- 
membered that this was first suggested by Dr. Horace Green, of 
N. York. Dr. G. has recently published a small pamphlet en- 
titled ‘‘ Remarks on Croup aud its treatment,” in which his views 
are presented and his mode of treatment illustrated, by reports 
of cases. 

There is a natural tendency on the part of discoverers, to attach 
to the results of their labors an undue importance, and, we think 
it not improbable, that the value of Nitrate of Silver in the treat- 
ment of Croup and other affections of the throat and larynx, has 
been over estimated by Dr. G. It must be conceded however, 
that the profession are under lasting obligations to him, for call- 
ing their attention to a new use of this truly valuable agent of our 
Materia Medica. J. 


For Sale by D. B. Cooke & Co., 138, Lake Street, Chicago. 
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Pneumonia. Its supposed connection pathological and etiologi- 
cal, with autumnal fevers: including an inquiry into the exist- 
ence and morbid agency of Malaria, by R. LaRocug, M.D., 
Member of the American Philosophical Society, &e., &c. 
Philadelphia, Blanchard & Lea, 1854. 

Tuts book is a valuable addition to the home literatare of our 
profession. We have not time or space in the present Number of 
the Journal, to do more than acknowledge its receipt, and give a 
synopsis of its table of contents. 

_ In chapter first, the author discusses the belief so long enter- 

tained, that a relation does exist between the two classes of 

disease. 

Chapters second, third and fourth, are devoted to a considera- 
tion of the question, as to the existence and morbid agency of 
Malaria. 

In chapter fifth, Pneumonia and Autumal fevers are compared, 
in reference to their causes, mode of progression, symptoms, ana- 
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tomical characters, and the circumstances by which they are 
influenced. 

In chapter sixth, Pneumonia and Autumnal fevers are com- 
pared, in reference to the powers of acclimatization, ages, sexes, 
and races affected ; and the prevalance of the two diseases at the 
same time, or in rapid succession, shown to be no proof of identity. 

In chapter seventh, it is shown that Pneumonia and Autumnal 
fevers, although independent of each other as regards nature and 
cause, combine together and form like other complaints hybrid 
diseases, which must not be considered as peculiar forms of either. 

This chapter completes the work. At some future time we 
promise ourselves and our readers the pleasure of a review. In 
the meantime, we must thank Dr. LaRoche, in the name of the 
profession, for the very valuable service which he has rendered to 
our science in the work before us. J. 


For Sale by D. B. Cooke & Co., 135, Lake Street, Chicago. 
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EDITORIAL 


Personal. 
In the May Number of the Journal. Prof. Herrick announced 


that he had transferred his interest, as one of its Editors and 
Proprietors, to me. In formally assuming the duties and respon- 
sibilities of editorial life, I assume no new or untried relation. ° 
Neither am I so much a stranger to the patrons of the North 
Western Medical and Surgical Journal, thit any explanations 
or promises are required in relation to the future. The Journal 
from its commencement, has been under the charge of able and 
distinguished men. Any promises on my part to do better than 
they have done, would be presumptious and unnecessary. I shall 
certainly do my best, in connection with my colleague Dr. John- 
son, not only to maintain the past reptation of the Journal, but 
also to enlarge and improve it, with the constantly advancing 
interests and wants of the profession in the North-West. One 
thing, however, I will unhesitatingly promise; from various 
causes, the last few numbers of the Journal have been issued 
considerably behind the date of publication, and we fear some of 
the subscribers did not get the May number until the last week 
in June. Commencing thus behind time, it will take perhaps two 
numbers to catch up; but hereafter, the Journal will be issued 
more promptly during the first week in each month, or my Edi- 
torial connection with it will be very brief. It is our intention 
to make the Jcurnal a valuable, if not indispensible aid to the 
practitioners of the North-West. In order todo this, we need 
contributions from practitioners in every section of the country. 
Send us then, brethren, the results of your experience, and 
observations in reference to any and all the diseases that may 
come uuder your notice. Send us also accounts of the doings of 
your County and local Medical Societies. A good Monthly 
Medical Journal needs a great variety of matter for its pages. If 
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it has many contributors, the variety is readily kept up; but it is 
hard to coin an unending supply out of one or two brains, and 
that too, in the midst of an unceasing round of professional duties. 

Hoping for a more intimate acquaintance with the readers of the 
Journal, I remain their humble servant, 


N. 8. DAVIS. 


so 


The Seventh Anniversary of the American Medical Association, 

held at St. Louis, Mo., May 2nd—5th, 1854. 

In the May Number of the Journal, we gave a condensed ac- 
count of the business proceedings of the American Medical 
Association, at its recent meeting, but omitted all reference to 
the collateral doings and entertainments. In justice to the Prof- 
ession of St. Louis, as well as to our own feelings, we recur to the 
subject again. ‘To say that the Committee of Arrangements, the 
Profession of St Louis, and some of the most distinguished Citi- 
zens, spared no effort or expense to entertain the members of the 
Association, in a style betokening the most liberal hospitality, 
would be to speak entirely within the limits of truth. On the 
first evening of the Session, invitations were given to visit the 
residences of Ex-Mayor Kennet, and Drs. Moore, McPheeters, 
and Reyburn. At cach of these places, almost every luxury was 
provided that could gratify the palate, or feast the senses, in ad- 
dition to the highest degree of social enjoyment. 

On the evening of the second day, the Association accepted the 
invitation to visit the princely residence of Col. O’ Fallen, located 
about four miles from the central part of the city. A sufficient 
number of Omnibuses were provided by the Col. to take all his 
guests from the place of meeting to his residence. The ride was 
delightful, except a superabundance of dust, and the reception 
most cordial and pleasant. ‘The residence occupies the top of a 
hill or bluff, and from the front overlooks the Mississippi, with a 
wide and beautiful landscape, while in the rear, is one of the most 
extensive lawns, decorated with flowers, evergreen shrubs, fruit 
trees, walks, &c., ke., which can be found in America. In the 
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interior of the mansion, was everything that wealth and cultivated 
tiste could procure. 

Between 9 and 11 o'clock, P.M., the large company returned 
to the city, all apparently highly pleased with their ride, their 
reception, the entertainment, and above all with the generous host 
aud pation of the profession, Col O Fallen, himself. 

On the the third and last evening, came the grand public en- 
tertainment provided by the Profession of St. Louis, in the spa- 
cious Hall of the Mercantile Library building. 

Here many hundred dollars hal been spent in providing one of 
the most splendid evtertainments ever given in America, and only 
equalled by the one given to the Association, in New York, the 
year previous. The Hall was splendiily decoratd, with flowers, 
evergreens, and mottoes, and provided with an excellent band of 
music. The tables, in extent sufficient to seat between 500 and 
600, were literally loaded with everything that man could wish 
to eat or drink; while the decorations were in keeping with all 
the rest The guests were admitted into the Hall about 8 o'clock, 
P.M., and the feast began. Lut here our description mus: end, 
Prof. j. B. Johnson, of St Louis, presided, aided by the com nite 
tee of arrangements. The seats at the tables were all filled, and 
the company seemed to enjoy, with the keenest relish, the rich 
repast before thei. 

The various alcholic drinks and segars, were provided in great 
abundance ; and they were soon used freely throughout the TLall. 
A list of appropriate regular toasts had been provided for the 
occasion, and ut the usual time they were read and responded to, 
by several of the most eminent members of the Profession. It is 
to be presumed that all these speeches were eloguent, truthful, 
and appropriate. We say pres med, because, though occupying 
a favorable position in the Tall, we really did not hear any of 
them with sufficient distinctness to know their merits. The Pre- 
sident hammered the table, called to order, and entreated for 
silence, until he gave it up in despair. 

Whoever spoke. was lieard only by the few immediately around 


him. The confusion and noise were not owing to positive di unken- 


ness and disorderly conduct; but of the 200 brains in the hall, 
20 
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so many of them were just enough under the peculiar exhileration 
of wine and tobacco, to make them /oe social, hilarious. and jovial 
to be listening to speeches, or to be very mindful of the strict 
rules of order and etiyuette. It was what the aor/d would call 
a most glorious time ; proving most conclusively that in generous 
hospitality and luxurious banqueting St. Louis can rival any of 
the cities of Christendom. To me, however. the oceasion was 
neither joyful nor even pleasant. Seated where I could quietly 
overlook the whole assembly, aud having uo desire to disturb the 
functions of the stomach by taking a variety of food at that time 
in the evening, and still less desire to poison my blood and irritate 
my brain with alcoholic beverages, or stupify it with tohacco, I 
had little else to do but to philosophize on the scene before me. 
My reflections were much influenced by the question of a learned 
and abstemious Judge who sat by my side as an invited guest 

Soon after we were seated, and while glancing over the splendid 
tables before us, he modestly inquired “‘ how much better it would 
he if the money invested in that banquet had been invested as a 
permanent fund for the aid of widows and orphans of such medical 
men as are cut down while devotedly striving to stay the ravages 
of death in the midst of pestilence..”” Yes, thought I, and how 
mueh more in accordance with the beautiful motto on the wall, 
* the union of the Profession for the Good of Humanity.” As the 
banqueting went on, the smoke began to curl upward from the se- 
gars, the corks popped rapidly from the wine bottles, the President 
called in vain for “order,” ideas of bacchanalian revelry accom- 
panied by poor-houses filled with paupers, jails filled with erimi- 
nals, orphan children asking for bread, and lone sad mothers wait- 
ing at midnight for return of inebriate husbands, all came crowd- 
ing on my mind, and the question whether the company before me 
whose professed mission was to apply all the revelations of science 
and the accumulated wisdom of ages to the alleviation of human 
suffering, was not really setting an example calculated most pow- 
erfully to encourage and sustain one of the most direful evils that 
ever scourged the human race, cast a shade of sadness over the 
mind. But aside from all reflections and reveries, is such a ban- 


quet becoming, either the dignity, the simplicity, or the scientific 
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character of the profession? We think not; and we are sure the 
great mass of the profession agree with us in regard to the matter. 
In what we have said we cast not a word of censure on the pro- 
fession of St. Louis. They only followed the example of older 
men in older and larger cities. But the time has come to stop, 
The unanimous adoption of Prof. Gross’ resolution in reference to 
the subject, together with the well known ability and liberality of 
the profession in Philadelphia leaves them entirely free to set a 
better example at the next meeting. 

Perhaps the most pleasant (in some respects) of all the items 
of entertainment given at St. Louis, was that furnished by the 
Pacific Railroad Company. The Company had extended an invi- 
tation to the Association, to make a trip over their road from St. 
Louis to its present western terminus, a distance of about 40 miles. 
This invitation was accepted and the time fixed for Friday morn- 
ing, after the business of the Association had been completed. At 
the appointed time a considerable number of Delegates, aecom- 
panied by a very agrecable company of ladies, chiefly the wives 
and daughters of members, were conveyed to the depot and seated 
ina very neat and beautiful train of cars. The route passed 
through a very variable section of country, passing from fields 
under high cultivation to scenery the most wild and romantic. 
The day was pleasant, the company good, the ladies especially 
more agreeable than ever, and the attentions of the Railroadmen 
all that could be desired. A very nice collation was given us at 
the end of the route by the Railroad Company. Here a few excel- 
lent speeches were made, and all were returned to the city safely. 
The Pacific Railroad Company will certainly be remembered with 
pleasure by all who joined in the Excursion. D. 

- ml +d a + 
Semi-Annual Meeting of the Adsculapian Society. 
MarsuA.. Illinois, May 3ist, 1854. 

THE semi-annual meeting of the Adsculapian Society took place 
to-day. The assembly being called to order, it was found that the 
Secretary was absent, when Dr. S. W. T'Hompson was elected Se- 
cretary pro lem. ‘Two of the Censors not being present, Drs. J. 
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D. Mitcue tt and §. W. Tuomeson were selected to fill the vae 
ancy. 

The following named gentlemen were then reported as appli- 
cants for membership : 

Drs. York. Davis, McClure, Tenbrook, Churehill. Pool, Mart- 
man, McCord. Holmes and Maxwell; and after receiving the sane- 
tion of the Censors. were unanimously elected, 

The Committee on the revision of the constitution not being able 
to report, the following were designated to fill their places: 

Drs. York, Teubrook, McClure, and Davis 

The reading of Essays and Reports being next in order, Dr. TL. 
F. R. Payne read as an essay on the Use of Opiam. Dr. § W. 


Thompson presented an essay on the nature of Milk Sickness, 
I I J 
Dr. Dunean read an ess yon 


which gave rise to some discussion. 
widresseu the 


Dropsy ; after which, the President, Dr. Jolinson, 
meeting on the subject of Empiricism. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at T} o'clock, P. M, in the 
Congregational Church. 

In the evening a large audience assembled in the church, where 
they listened attentively to an address by Dr. Payne. The speak- 
er lia! chosen for his subject, th» * .. ure and Character of the 
True Physician,” which he ably discussed. 





Morris G Session. 

June 1st. The minutes of the previous day were read and 
adopted 

Reports of cases being called for, Dr. J. D Mitchell, read a 
ease of Disease of the Ileart, with Autopsy Dr. F. R. Payne 
reported a case of Ilepatic Abscess. Dr. S. W. Thompson sub- 
mitted a report of a case of Opthalmia, with suppuration in the 
glube of ihe eye. 

On motion it was ordered that the essays and reports of ca es, 
be placed in the hands of the secretary, and forwarded for publi- 


cation. 
The case of Dr. I. A. Powell, who was charged with violating 


articles XIII and XIV of Medical Ethics, was then taken into 
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consideration; and on motion of Dr Thompson. the said Powell 
was unanimously declared expel/ed from this Society. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Couunittee of six members be ap- 
pointed. to report at the next meetiny. the most feasible plin for 
the suppression of Quackery; and whether it 13 expedient to le gis- 
Jate on the manufacture and vending of nostrums and quack medi- 
cines. 

Dis. F. R Payne, Charchill, Pool, Juhnson, Mitchell and 
Davis. were elected such committee. 

A committee of seven was then appointed to canvass the sub- 
ject of Medical Science, and to endeavor to elevate the standard 
of the medical profession in their several localities. 

The following ventlemen constiiute this committee: Drs. F. R. 
Payne. Jolson, York, Logan. Maxwell, Thompson and Mitehell. 

Un motion, a coumitt-e of three were appointed, to solicit a 
copy of Dr. I. R. Payne’s address for publication: and, if pub- 
lished the committee was instructed to furnish each member of 
the society with a copy of the same. 

On u orion, Peesoleed, That the proceedinzs of this Socie y be pub- 
lished in the Marshal, Paris, Charleston, Vincennes. and Mount 
Carmel] papers and North-Western Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Dis. Davis, McClave. Mitchell and MeCord were appointed to 
read Essays; and Dr. York to de.iver a public address, at the next 
meeting to be held in Paris, on the 8d Wednesday in October next. 

CHARLES JOHNSTON, M. D., President. 
S. W. Tuompson, M. D, Secretary. 
citi. ible ella teats 
Thirteenth District Medical Society, Indiana. 

Duan Sin: [thought it my duty to drop a few lines to you, to 
let you know that we are stil] pun: tual in holding our Medieal 
Meetings first Monday of May every year. 

The Thirteenth Medical District Society of Indiana, which is 
te oldest and one among the most respectable societies in the 
State, held their 24th annual Meeting in New Castle, Indiana, 
May Ist, 1854; and being the time of holding their elcetion, 
a revirion of the former hill of prices was adopted, with an addi- 
tion of twilve per cent. The bill of prices occupied nearly the 
entire mecting. 
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Dr. J W. Lynch, a graduate of Rush Medical College, was ad- 
mitted a member, wfter which the following officers were elected 
for the ensuing year, viz: 

President—Joun C. Bec, M D. 

Secretary—Jounx W. Lyncu, M. D. 

Treasurer—De. JouN Parr. 

Censors—A. Jackson Barson, M. D., Dr. Jas 
Beck, Joen Resp, M. D. 

This Society is in a flourishing condition and bids fair to have a 
long and prosperous life. Good luck to our Alumni. 

James Beck, M. D. 
ra .<—>- 
Progress and Character of Cholera. 

In another part of this number of the Journal, will be found 
some account of the cholera, so far as it has prevailed in this city 
up to June 18th, 1854. We have only to add that since that time 
and up to the present date, June 28th, the prevalence o. the di- 
gease has not increased. 

As near as we can ascertain both fro :; observation and inquiry, 
the disease first made its appearance in the city during the last 
week in April. Isolated cases continued to occur from that time 
to the first of June. From the 9th inst to the present time an 
average of 4 or 5 deaths per day have occurred from this disease. 
One half of these have been immigrants just arrived from the At- 
lantic ; and nearly all of the other half have been from that class 
of foreign born laborers who live in the worst possible style and 
make free use of beer. whisky and brandy. We have heard of only 
two or three deaths amongst our American citizens. from cholera, 
during the present year. Keeping in view the fact that we have 
a population of about 70,000, it will be seen that the number of 
cases have been comparatively very few, and it is evident that the 
disease has not assumed anything like an epidemic form ; al- 
though many of those which have occurred have been as severe 
and rapidly fatal vs in any former year. 

During the last week, a less number of cases of well marked 


cholera have come under our own observation, aud a larger num- 
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ber of attacks of Remittent Fever. and symptoms of intermittents 
mingled with serious diarrhoeas. In such cases the Quinine has 
not only produced its usual curative influence over the febrile di- 
seases, but when combined with Opium, and sparingly with Mer- 
curials. it has also promptly remo.ed the diarrrhoea. 

We hear that cases of cholera have occurred at Lasalle and Jo- 
liet. and at most of the important towns on the Illinois and Mis- 
sissippi rivers Some of the veports that we hear, like those 
which go out in reference to this city, are doubtless exaggerated 
and some perhaps wholly untrue. We cannot learn that the di- 
sease has at any point in the great interior valley of the continent, 
assumed so far this season, that apidly spreading epidemic form, 
Which has characterized it during some former years. It has pur- 
sued more the course of an ordinary endemic disease of the coun- 
try; and here in ( hicago, it has certainly been more intermingled 
with the ordinary periodical fevers than formerly. These things 
lead us to hope that it will. at uo time this season, become a sweep- 
ing pestilence. But we know not what a day may bring forth 
Among the sequale or results of cholera attacks, we have noticed 
this season, several cases of severe affection of the urinary or- 
guns In two of my own patients, who had suffered pretty de- 
ciied attacks of cholera, very severe nephralgia occurred in from 
one to two weeks after, and accompanied by the presence of erys- 
tals of Oxalate of Lime in the urine. 

In another case, to which I was called in consultation, the at- 
tack of cholera was evidently followed during the first week, by 
inflammation involving both the kidneys and neck of the bladder. 
There was first retention of urine with great pain in the region of 
the pubes and kidneys. After the urine had been drawn off by the 
Catheter several days, it began to pass involuntary: The day or 
two before I saw the patient, she had a distinct chill which was re- 
garded as an Ague chill. It was soon followed, however, by the 
appearance of much blood in the urine, and a sediment after 
standing, of muco purulent matter. The patient has become ex- 
tremely feeble and still passes the urine involuntarily, occasioning 
much irritation of the external parts. 

Another case which came under my notice recently, was that of 
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a young man attacked with cholera 8 or 10 weeks since. The 
cholera attack he says was followed by a few days of secondary 
fever. When this subsided he had. for one or two days, a very 
copious flow of urine. This was followed by pain in the back 
and neck of the bladder, with disposition to urinate often, and 
frequent paroxysms of excrucia ing pain in the end of the penis, 
but with no more than the natural quantity of urine in the 24 
hours. The urine also became mixed with blood and mucous. All 
these symptoms have coutinucd with more or less severity up to 
this time. We now find the urine containing much albumen with 
some muco-purulent matter. ‘Tliese eases are still under treat- 
ment and observation, the results of which will be given hereafter. 


D. 


Editorial Change. 

We are happy to notice that our esteemed friend, Dr. A. B. 
PaLMeER of this city, has become associated with Dr. ANDREWs in 
the editorial manayement of the Peninsular Medical Journal, 
published at Ann Arbor Mich. The editorial chair is one of un- 
ceasing labor, and we hope our friend will never weary in well 
doing. We are sure the cause of both science and education will 4 


find in him a faithful advocate. 








